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Abstract

Purpose — The purpose of this paper is to review the contributions of what has been established as
Latin American thought, as science, technology, and innovation (STI) in Latin America have been strongly
related to development.

Design/methodology/approach — The analysis method is based on the review of a group of Latin
American and Latinoamericanista (Latin Americanist) authors who were selected on the basis of their
contributions to the explanation and proposals of public policy related to STIL The following are some of
the questions that guide the analysis. How much has STI in Latin American thought contributed to the
development theory? Given the fact that there are other dominant mainstreams, can we say that
Latin American thought is still relevant?

Findings — The main conclusion of this work is that Latin American thought is still applied to current Latin
American development discussions. This can be proven by the creation of particular concepts and analytical
frameworks such as structural heterogeneity, development styles, authentic and spurious competitiveness,
Sabato’s Triangle, the centre-periphery model, and STI policy practices.

Originality/value — This paper gathered contributions and categorised them into three dimensions:
state participation (intensity, composition), industrialisation as the impulse for development, and instruments
and public policy actions that can be implemented or have already been implemented.

Keywords Science, Technology, Innovation in Latin American thought,
Centre and periphery countries, Development, Dependence
Paper type Literature review

I‘ Resumen

Proposito — El proposito de este trabajo es el de reflexionar sobre algunas aportaciones provenientes de lo
que hemos denominado pensamiento latinoamericano en relacion con la innovacion, la ciencia, la tecnologia y
su relacion con el desarrollo.

Academia Revista Diseno/metodologia/enfoque — El método de analisis se basa en la revision de un conjunto de autores
kgy‘r‘l‘l‘;“;f;ﬁ:d de latinoamericanos y latinoamericanistas que hemos seleccionado con base en sus aportaciones para la
Vol. 30 No. 4, 2017 explicacion y sus propuestas de politica publica en relacion con la CTI. Algunas preguntas que guian nuestro
%ptﬁﬁzé%mﬁshm L analisis son las siguientes: ¢en qué medida el pensamiento latinoamericano en CTI ha cpntrlb}ll(_io a la teoria
1012.8%55 € del desarrollo? y ¢dada la existencia de otros enfoques que predominan como pensamiento tnico, podemos

DOI 10.1108/ARLA-0920160249  hablar de una vigencia del pensamiento latinoamericano?
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